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Providing Care for Today, a Cure for Tomorrow.
Serving all Mississippians with diabetes – from our children to our seniors
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

January
17 – Super Conference
        New Insights into Diabetes 
        Care and Prevention

17 – Car for a Cure 
        tickets go on sale

February
  7 – Bacchus Ball

March
  5 – Continuing Medical 
        Education symposium
        Step up to the Challenge – 
        Providing Optimal Care for 
        Your Patients with Diabetes

26 – Ultimate Fashion Show 
        & Champagne Luncheon

26 – Car for a Cure drawing

April 
25 & 26 – Camp Kandu

In Touch
Save the Date! Big Names, New Products Top 

Jan 17 Super Conference Agenda
One year later, people who missed the opportunity to 
attend last year’s diabetes Super Conference in Jackson 
are still grumbling. 

“I am so upset that I missed such a great conference!”

 “I wish I had registered earlier!” 

With the likes of a former Miss America and U.S. Surgeon 
General speaking at the 2008 event, who could blame 
them for regretting missing out on the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity?

Except, this year, people will have the chance to again 
attend a conference stacked with talks led by the 
nation’s most renowned diabetes experts.

With a larger venue and even more fabulous presenters 
on the Super Conference ballot this year, people are 
encouraged to pick up the phone and call the Foundation 
now to register. The countdown to Jan. 17 has begun; 
the list of those planning to attend continues to grow; 
and the conference inevitably will sell out.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

“Each year, we proudly sponsor this conference, 
because we believe in providing Mississippians and 
their families with the essential knowledge to tackle 
diabetes proactively, while also giving them the tools 
to learn more about type 1 and type 2 diabetes care,” 
said Foundation Executive Vice President Mary Fortune. 
“Don’t miss out on this incredible conference!”
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The conference will address topics of interest to both 
those with type 1 and type 2 diabetes– children and 
adults alike, and this annual patient-education meeting 
will feature presentations for parents and family 
members, health-care practitioners and individuals 
living with diabetes or taking care of someone with 
diabetes.

There also will be representatives from medical and 

pharmaceutical companies present with the latest 
diabetes-management products and giveaways.

Of all of the exciting advancements in diabetes 
technology and care, perhaps, one of the most highly 
anticipated new products on the shelf is Animas’ 
OneTouch Ping, an insulin pump about the size of a 
cell phone that connects wirelessly to a meter-remote. 
The meter-remote can “ping” the insulin pump with 
a person’s insulin dose calculations and even tell the 
pump to deliver it. In other words, this meter not only 
tests blood glucose, but also controls pump functions!

And this is only a taste of what is in store for those who 
attend the Super Conference.

Cutting-edge technology – check! World-famous 
diabetes experts – check! Entertaining and practical 
cooking demonstrations – check!

On the list of ingredients for a successful diabetes 
conference, the Diabetes Foundation’s Super 
Conference has it all!

“The Super Conference will bring some of the nation’s 
foremost diabetes experts to Jackson for a day of 
informative sessions and opportunities to interact 
with these individuals,” Fortune said. “Last year’s 
Super Conference was not only sold out but also had a 
waiting list, so we encourage everyone to register early 
to guarantee a spot into the one conference that you 
do not want to miss!”

Special thanks to all of the Super Conference’s sponsors, 
including media sponsors Clear Channel, WLBT-TV and 
the Clarion-Ledger. Platinum sponsors of the Super 
Conference are LifeScan and Animas, a Johnson and 
Johnson company.  Gold sponsors are the Mississippi 
State Department of Health and Mississippi Institute 
for Improvement in Minority and Geographic Health.  
Silver sponsors are Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi 
and Novo Nordisk.  Weight Watchers and Mississippi 
Baptists Health Systems are Bronze sponsors of the 
2009 conference.

Chef Luis Bruno whipped up diabetes-friendly meals for 
a sold-out audience at last year’s Super Conference

Miss America 1999 Nicole Johnson, Mary Evelyn Ward, 
Virginia Fortune and Roy Ward

Miss America, 1999 Nicole Johnson, 
Laura Lee and Olivia
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Special Thanks for Special Friends
Circle of Honor

What a great year it’s been for the Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi, and it goes without 
saying that without the loving support and generosity of the state’s community and business 
leaders, much of this success would not have been possible!

The Foundation held its annual Elsie Meadows Hood Circle of Honor dinner and awards ceremony 
September 17 at the Country Club of Jackson. Here the DFM had the pleasure of recognizing and 
honoring these special friends who tirelessly dedicated their time, monies and efforts to helping 
all Mississippians with diabetes live longer, healthier and happier lives through one or more of 
the DFM’s programs and services.

World’s Leading Diabetes 
Experts Join DFM 

at Super Conference
Several of the world’s most renowned diabetes experts will 
be joining the Diabetes Foundation at the 30th-annual Super 
Conference on Jan. 17. These speakers bring an enormous 
breadth of knowledge and expertise to the table. They will be 
discussing everything from family dynamics to tips for cooking 
diabetes-friendly meals to eating healthy and exercising.

Ann Albright, PhD, RD is the director 
of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) Division of Diabetes 
Translation and one of the nation’s 
foremost experts in nutrition and exercise, 
diabetes health-care delivery and public-

health practice to prevent and control diabetes.  Dr. Albright, 
who has type 1 diabetes, is currently the American Diabetes 
Association President for Health Care and Education. 

Luis Bruno is executive chef at the 
Governor’s Mansion and former owner of 
Bruno’s Eclectic Cuisine in Jackson, Miss. 
Bruno’s remarkable story begins with his 
loss of over 200 pounds after he started 
running and exercising regularly and 

monitoring his diet. Bruno has type 2 diabetes.

James R. Gavin, III, MD, PhD is the past 
president of Morehouse School of Medicine 
in Atlanta, as well as past president of the 
American Diabetes Association. He is also 
the former chair of the National Diabetes 
Education Program (NDEP) and member of 

the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Disease’s (NIDDK) advisory council. Dr. Gavin currently serves 
as CEO and Chief Medical Officer for ‘Healing Our Village.’

Nicole Johnson, MA, MPH, an international 
spokesperson, lobbyist and philanthropist 
for diabetes for nearly 10 years, is the 1999 
Miss America and author of four books 
on diabetes, including her biography, 
“Living with Diabetes.” Passionate about 

diabetes education and research, Johnson has helped raise 
more than $20 million for the cause. Johnson is also the host 
of dLife TV.  Together with Dr. Gavin, she will serve as one of 
the Super Conference’s keynote speakers.

Stephen W. Ponder, MD, FAAP, CDE, 
is a pediatric endocrinologist at the 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital Diabetes 
and Endocrine Center in Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  He has over 40 years of personal 
experiences living and dealing with type 

1 diabetes. A Certified Diabetes Educator since 1989, Dr. 
Ponder has served on the National Certified Board of Diabetes 
Educators (NCBDE) since 1994 and was the organization’s 
chair in 1996.

Joe Solowiejczyk, RN, MSW, CDE is 
Manager of Counseling & Training, 
Global Strategic Affairs for LifeScan Inc. 
– a Johnson and Johnson Company. A 
health-care professional who has lived 
with type 1 diabetes for over 40 years, 

Joe is able to translate his personal experiences into patient 
care. As a nurse, diabetes educator and family therapist, he 
specializes in assessing how family dynamics affect diabetes 
management and designs interventions that result in more 
effective coping and optimal metabolic control.

Ed Thompson, MD, MPH, State Health 
Officer for the Mississippi State 
Department of Health, is professor and 
chair of the Department of Preventive 
Medicine at the University of Mississippi 
School of Medicine. Prior to his work 

in Jackson, Miss., Dr. Thompson worked for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta as its Chief 
of Public Health Practice and as Deputy Director for Public 
Health Services.

Save the Date! 
January 17, 2009

Dr. CJ Chen, Mary Fortune, Sandra Burns and Barton Lampton

Dr. Rick Carlton, Lisa Fuller, Dr. Christian Koch, Lynn and John Pearson

Roy Ward, Kenny and Trish Windham

Ronnie Smith, Doyle Warrington, Frances Fowler, 
Kurt Metzner and Tom Papa

Dr. CJ Chen, Brenda Bowlin and Dr. Wayne Woo 
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